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Lithuania must once again be built as an 
open society and a mature democracy where 
the people of different cultures and tradi-
tions would be always united by mutual 
sympathy, respect and understanding. 

Next week Vilnius will host a major Inter-
national Forum on Holocaust-era looted cul-
tural assets. We see the Vilnius Forum as an-
other important step in paying tribute to the 
lost Jewish community. We cannot re-write 
our past. What we can do is to put forth 
every effort to make sure that horrors like 
those are never forgotten and never happen 
again on the Earth. 

Now, I would like to ask everyone to stand 
up and honor those who perished with a 
minute of silence.

f 

HONORING THE HONORABLE 
IGNACIO ‘‘BUCK’’ CRUZ, THE 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this occasion to commend a mu-
nicipal leader, a former marine, and a fellow 
educator. The Honorable Ignacio ‘‘Buck’’ Cruz, 
the mayor of Merizo, is a native son who has 
unselfishly contributed years of valuable serv-
ice to his home village of Merizo and the is-
land of Guam. Mayor Cruz has chosen to re-
tire at the end of his term later this year. 

The son of Ramon Padilla Cruz and Justa 
Santiago Cruz, Mayor Cruz was the youngest 
of six children. Born in the village of Merizo in 
1927, Mayor Cruz had the experience of at-
tending Japanese school during the island’s 
occupation in World War II. He later attended 
the University of Guam where he majored in 
Psychology and Sociology. Prior to graduating 
with honors, Mayor Cruz was a model student 
who was listed in the Who’s Who Among Stu-
dents and Universities and Colleges in Amer-
ica. 

Mayor Cruz worked as a teacher prior to en-
listing in the United States Marine Corps in 
1951. While in the Marine Corps, he enrolled 
in a number of professional military courses 
including the Staff Non-Commissioned Officer 
School and the Officers Basic Extension 
Course. Having been a Marine Corps Drill In-
structor, Mayor Cruz also holds the distinction 
of attaining the rank of Master Gunnery Ser-
geant, the highest enlisted rank in the United 
States Marine Corps. 

As mayor of the village of Merizo, he also 
served as Chairman of the Merizo Municipal 
Planning Council Foundation and as a Notary 
Public in and for the Territory of Guam. Mayor 
Cruz is a Knight of Columbus in the 4th De-
gree and, in the past, has served as a paro-
chial school teacher. He has occupied leader-
ship positions in a number of civic organiza-
tions. He served as president of the Guam 
Club of Hawaii, the Guam Society of Norfolk, 
and the Hafa Adai Club of Okinawa. In addi-
tion, he chaired the Board of Directors for the 
Guam Senior Citizens Division and the Guam 
Environmental Protection Agency as well as 
the Merizo Elementary School PTA, the 
Merizo Water Festival and the Boy Scouts 
Troop Committee of Merizo. Mayor Cruz has 

also represented the island of Guam in na-
tional and international conferences. In 1985, 
he was the Guam representative to the United 
Nations Conference in Bangkok for the 3rd 
Asian and Pacific Ministerial Conference on 
Social Welfare and Social Development. In 
1986, he represented Guam in the American 
Society on Aging’s 36th Anniversary Meeting 
in San Francisco and the Pacific Geronto-
logical Society’s Conference on Aging in Ha-
waii. 

After years of distinguished and dedicated 
service, Mayor Cruz has chosen to step down 
and retire. His achievements and service to 
the community have resulted in great benefit 
to the island of Guam, more particularly, the 
people of Merizo. He is a role model, a leader 
and a great representative of his island home. 
I join his wife, Maria, their children, and their 
grandchildren in celebrating his accomplish-
ments throughout his long and successful ca-
reer. On behalf of the people of Guam, I com-
mend his achievements and congratulate him 
on his well-earned retirement. Si Yu’os 
Ma’ase, Mayor Cruz.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of our colleagues in the United States 
Congress and our great Nation, I want to take 
this opportunity today to extend President 
Chen Shui-bian, Vice President Annette Lu, 
and the good people of Taiwan our deepest 
congratulations on their National Day of cele-
bration. 

Mr. Speaker, President Chen and Vice 
President Lu are to be commended for their 
capable and skilled leadership of Taiwan, 
which is reflected by Taiwan’s continuing sta-
bility, robustly democratic government, and 
prosperous economy—all of which are the 
envy of the Asia-Pacific nations at the dawn of 
the 21st century. 

Mr. Speaker, President Chen and Vice-
President Lu are to be further commended for 
their efforts seeking greater international rec-
ognition of and substantive relations with the 
Taiwanese Government, including an increas-
ing role and participation with the World Trad-
ing Organization and the United Nations. Quite 
simply, Mr. Speaker, Taiwan is too important 
an economic force and democratic ally to be 
relegated to the political backwaters of global 
isolation. 

I am further encouraged, Mr. Speaker, with 
President Chen’s statesmanship and vision, as 
exemplified by his critical work in pursuing 
positive relations with the People’s Republic of 
China. In recognition of that vital goal, Presi-
dent Chen has sought to engage on all levels 
the leaders of the People’s Republic of China. 
Support of the Cross-Strait Dialogue with the 
PRC is crucial for resolving misunderstandings 
between Beijing and Taipei and Washington, 
which, Mr. Speaker, is the foundation for 

peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait and, 
indeed, for all of Asia. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of the United 
States and the good people of Taiwan share 
a deep, close and enduring friendship that has 
extended for over five decades. At this auspi-
cious time of celebration for Taiwan’s National 
Day, I join my colleagues in the United States 
Congress to salute and honor the 23 million 
citizens of Taiwan who have created and sus-
tained one of the most vibrant, thriving and 
prosperous democracies in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Mr. Speaker, I join with all Americans 
who take pride in the tremendous accomplish-
ments of our very close and dear friends in 
Taiwan.
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Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the enormous strides that Taiwan 
has made in becoming a full democracy. Mr. 
Chen Shui-bian was recently elected president 
through free and fair elections. With Mr. 
Chen’s election, Taiwan continues to refine its 
democracy by improving safeguards for 
human rights and contributing to the inter-
national community. 

Unfortunately, Taiwan’s efforts to participate 
in international organizations have often been 
thwarted for political reasons beyond Taiwan’s 
control. It is unreasonable for the people of 
Taiwan to be excluded from full participation in 
international institutions due to threats from 
mainland China. Denying Taiwan membership 
in the United Nations and other international 
organizations, such as the World Health Orga-
nization, obstructs access to important inter-
national resources. 

The people of Taiwan have proven that 
freedom and democracy are not just American 
ideals; they are universal principles that apply 
to every individual, to every community and 
every nation.
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TAIWAN CELEBRATES THE 89TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA 
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, today marks the 
89th anniversary of the founding of the Repub-
lic of China on October 10, 1911, under the 
leadership of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. This is the day 
which the people of Taiwan celebrate as their 
national holiday. Mr. Speaker, I extend my sin-
cerest congratulations and best wishes to the 
people of Taiwan on this special occasion. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a unique celebration of 
this anniversary, and one that reflects the 
great progress which the people of Taiwan 
have made in institutionalizing democratic 
principles and democratic practices. I want to 
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